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The Annual State of the Nation Luncheon featur-
ing Congresswoman Linda Sánchez was held on 
Thursday, July 31 at the Industry Expo Center in 
the City of Industry. This event is produced annually 
by the local chambers of commerce in her district. 

This year the Norwalk Chamber partnered with 
the Downey, Industry Business Council, Montebello, 
Pico Rivera, Regional San Gabriel Valley, Santa Fe 
Springs and Whittier Area chambers of commerce. 

The Industry Expo Center is a multicultural venue 
which hosts events from rodeos to weddings and 
is located in hills overlooking San Gabriel Valley.  

With over 270 attendees at this year’s event the 
luncheon opened with a color guard from Monte-
bello American Legion Post 272. Executive Director 
Joanne McClasky of IBC led the Pledge of Allegiance 
and a welcome was provided by City of Industry 
Council Member Steve Marcucci.  

After a lovely buffet lunch, Joy Langford, president 
of the Water Replenishment District Board of Direc-
tors introduced our featured speaker, Congress-
woman Linda Sánchez.

Congresswoman Sánchez provided an overview 
of the issues that she believes are facing our District 
at this time. She spoke to a full room of business 
leaders, elected officials, and community members, 
and offered timely insights into national issues di-
rectly affecting local communities and the business 
climate.

Sánchez spoke candidly about the recent con-
tinuing resolution passed during the Biden ad-
ministration and the challenges facing Congress in 
advancing the appropriations bill. She highlighted 
concerns over proposed spending cuts to key areas 
including public health, scientific research, USAID, 
Medicaid, WIC, and student financial aid. 

She emphasized that Congress holds constitu-
tional power over federal spending, and decisions 
being made today will have lasting effects on both 

Congresswoman Linda Sánchez (center) with chambers of commerce representatives.

Annual State of the Nation Luncheon

domestic and international fronts.
The Congresswoman also shared updates on 

trade and infrastructure, noting that 40% of all cargo 
entering the U.S. comes through the ports of Los 
Angeles and Long Beach. As the highest-ranking 
woman on the Trade Subcommittee, she expressed 
concern over the lack of a clear national trade strat-
egy and its potential economic impact.

Touching on public safety and immigration, Sán-
chez addressed the recent ICE raids in California, 
including an incident where a Long Beach agent 
was arrested and a single business was raided mul-
tiple times in one week. She stressed the need for 
transparency and accountability, pointing out the 
chilling effect these raids have on local economies.

In closing, she warned of potential redistricting 
efforts in other states like Texas and the possibility 

of similar moves in California, urging continued 
civic engagement and vigilance.

The luncheon was made possible thanks to the 
support of several generous sponsors:
•	Title Sponsor: Water Replenishment District
•	Gold Sponsor: PIH Health
•	Silver Sponsors: Adventist Health White Memo-

rial, City of Pico Rivera, San Gabriel Valley Water 
Company, Metropolitan Water District

•	Centerpiece Sponsor: Rose Hills Memorial Park
The Santa Fe Springs Chamber thanks Congress-

woman Sánchez and all event partners for helping 
make the State of the Nation Luncheon a valuable 
opportunity to connect, engage, and stay informed 
on matters that shape our local and national land-
scape.

By John Wilson, CEO, 
Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce
Dear Citizens of Santa Fe Springs,

As we move into the final quarter 
of 2025, I’m proud to share the mo-
mentum we’ve built together and the 
exciting path ahead for our community. 
Since stepping into the role of CEO, 
I’ve been inspired by the energy, re-
silience, and collaborative spirit that 
defines Santa Fe Springs. Our Chamber 
is more than a business network, it’s a catalyst for civic 
pride, economic vitality, and meaningful progress.

Our Chamber’s mission remains clear: to empower lo-
cal businesses, foster community engagement, and advo-
cate for policies that support growth. In recent months, 
we’ve expanded our outreach through mixers, legislative 
briefings, and economic forums—each designed to con-
nect stakeholders and spark innovation. These events are 
not just networking opportunities; they are incubators 
for ideas that shape our city’s future.

We’ve also taken a proactive stance on state-level leg-
islation. From CEQA reform and logistics infrastructure 
support (AB 98) to new healthcare mandates and retail 
crime prevention laws (SB 1144), we’re ensuring our 
members are informed and equipped to navigate Cali-
fornia’s evolving business landscape.

Santa Fe Springs continues to thrive thanks to strategic 
investments and strong partnerships. The city’s fiscal 

health is robust, with a surplus budget and infrastructure 
upgrades underway. Collaborations with the Whittier 
Police department and the California Highway Patrol 
have enhanced public safety, while new residential and 
commercial developments are creating jobs and expand-
ing housing options.

We’re also proud of our role in regional cooperation. 
At the recent Spotlight on the Gateway Region hosted in 
Downey, our Chamber joined forces with neighboring 
cities to advocate for shared priorities—from transpor-
tation funding to small business support. This alliance 
amplifies our voice in Sacramento and Washington, D.C., 
ensuring Santa Fe Springs remains a leader in Southeast 
Los Angeles County.

Our Youth Enrichment Fund (YEF) continues to be a 
cornerstone of our community impact. Programs like the 
Destiny Scholarships, and the Future Business Leaders 
initiative are equipping young residents with the tools 
to succeed. From mentorship to career readiness, we’re 
investing in the leaders of tomorrow.

We’ve also launched new member engagement strate-
gies, including educational workshops, marketing sup-
port, and expanded access to resources. Whether you’re a 
seasoned entrepreneur or just starting out, the Chamber 
is here to help you grow.

As we look ahead, I invite every citizen to be part of 
this journey. Attend an event, join a committee, or simply 
reach out. Together, we’ll continue to build a Santa Fe 
Springs that’s vibrant, inclusive, and full of opportunity.

Santa Fe Springs Chamber: ‘Pathway to Business Success’
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President’s Message 
By Mark Gutierrez, GILMAR Automotive Group

As president of the Santa Fe Springs Chamber of 
Commerce, I am honored to help guide our business 
community into another year filled with opportunity, 
innovation, and growth. Our 2025 theme—If You 
Don’t Drive Your Business, You Will Be Driven Out of 
Business—is more than a headline. It’s a challenge to 
each of us to take the wheel, stay focused, and keep 
moving forward with purpose.
Strength in Partnership

The Santa Fe Springs Chamber remains a trusted 
partner to the City of Santa Fe Springs, working side 
by side to ensure our local economy thrives. Together, 
we are committed to fostering a business climate 
where companies not only survive but achieve long-
term success. This strong collaboration reinforces our 
shared vision of keeping Santa Fe Springs a vibrant 
and prosperous community.
Expanding Member Value

This year, we are sharpening our focus on deliver-
ing value to our members. New initiatives include 
expanded educational workshops, high-impact net-
working opportunities, and easier access to resources 
that help businesses stay competitive in today’s fast-
changing environment. Our chamber is more than 
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Share Your  Story
We are all experts at something. What is your something? Share that something 

with us at the chamber. Please consider telling us about your business and what 
you have to offer so we can share it. If you’re looking to increase your business 
your storytelling is a good start. 

Telling your story effectively imparts a more human side to your business. 
Most sales people will admit it’s the emotional side of the brain that drives 
purchasing, so storytelling gets your business where you want to be. 

Please contact the chamber office at (562) 944-1616 or email your story to 
mail@sfschamber.com

We look forward to hearing from you soon!

an organization, it is a hub 
for connection, learning, and 
growth.
Building a Vision

At the heart of everything 
we do is the belief that when 
our members thrive, our com-
munity flourishes. Whether 
it’s building meaningful relationships at networking 
events, leveraging chamber marketing opportunities, 
or sharing knowledge and best practices, we are cre-
ating an ecosystem where businesses champion one 
another’s success.
A Call to Action

I encourage every member to take full advantage of 
the programs, tools, and opportunities the Chamber 
provides. By showing up, getting involved, and invest-
ing in one another, we strengthen not only our busi-
nesses but the foundation of our entire community.

Let’s approach this year with clarity, confidence, 
and collaboration. Together, with vision, strategy, 
and momentum, we will continue driving Santa Fe 
Springs forward as a beacon of business excellence 
and community pride.
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Santa Fe Springs Chamber 
Hosts Public Speaking Workshop

On August 26, the Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce hosted “Speak 
with Confidence:Elevate the Art of Public Speaking” with TED speaker and 
best-selling Author Kim Somers Egelsee. The workshop drew a great crowd 
and delivered powerful takeaways on connecting with audiences, speaking 
with ease, and using stage presence and vocal tone effectively. Attendees also 
learned strategies for video, social media, and podcast communication, leaving 
inspired and equipped with practical tools for success. For more information on 
upcoming chamber events, call (562) 944-1616 or visit www.sfschamber.com.

The Youth Enrichment Fund Mentor Program launched its 2025-2026 season 
with an engaging introduction event on Thursday, August 28, at Santa Fe High 
School. 

The day’s focus was on the theme of Uncomfortable Conversations—a topic 
that encouraged participants to role play, share perspectives, and learn from 
one another in a safe and supportive setting. Through guided dialogue, men-
tors and students exchanged thoughts on how to approach difficult discussions 
with honesty, empathy, and respect.

Following the conversations, everyone enjoyed lunch together, where the 
atmosphere shifted from thoughtful reflection to lighthearted storytelling. The 
afternoon was filled with laughter, shared experiences, and the beginning of 
what promises to be meaningful relationships throughout the year.

The Youth Enrichment Fund Mentor Program continues to provide students 
with the tools, encouragement, and guidance needed to succeed, both person-
ally and academically. With such a strong start, this year’s program is set to make 
a lasting impact on both mentors and mentees alike.

Youth Enrichment Fund Mentor Program Kicks Off 
at Santa Fe High School
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Women Empowered at Self-Defense Workshop
The Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce recently held a Women’s Self 

Defense Workshop as part of its Women of Influence Series. Led by Elicia Ybarra, 
founder of Pretty Hands, Hard Punches, the evening combined practical train-
ing with powerful statistics and personal insight.

Participants learned how to set boundaries, boost awareness, and practice 
simple yet effective self-defense techniques, leaving empowered in both mind 
and body.

A special thank you goes to Chrizzy’s Tumbling for hosting this important 
event, and to Elicia for sharing her expertise and story. To connect with Elicia, 
visit prettyhandshardpunches.com.
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Chamber Members Connect at Business Card Exchange

Ambassador chair Jerry Pinkston presents Azar staff with a Certificate of 
Apprecation.

Chamber members pause for a photo 
during the networking game.

SFSCHAMBER.COM

562.944.1616

On Wednesday, August 6, the Santa 
Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce 
gathered at the Azar Event Center for a 
morning of networking, conversation, 
and community at its latest Business 
Card Exchange. 

Sponsored and hosted by Azar, 
the event welcomed attendees with 
a decadent breakfast spread that set 
the stage for a lively and productive 
gathering.

The program began with round-
table discussions, where attendees 
shared insights, highlighted their busi-
nesses, and explored opportunities 
for collaboration.

Following that, the energy picked 

up with an ice-breaker ball toss and 
networking game that had partici-
pants laughing, mingling, and making 
new connections with ease.

The Business Card Exchange proved 

to be more than just swapping contact 
information — it was an opportunity 
for chamber members to strengthen 
relationships, spark partnerships, and 
enjoy the camaraderie that defines the 

Santa Fe Springs business community.
Thank you to Azar Event Center staff 

for your amazing attention to detail.  A 
beautiful place for your next meeting, 
party, or event.
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Networking 
at Noon 
Serves Up 
Connections 
at Tepeyac

On Thursday, July 17, the Santa Fe 
Springs Chamber brought the energy 
— and the appetites — to Tepeyac 
Restaurant for its Networking at Noon 
luncheon. 

Chamber members and potential 
members packed the outside patio, 
ready to mix, mingle, and make new 
business connections over plates of 
Tepeyac’s famous cuisine.

Chamber representatives encour-
aged guests to take full advantage of 
the networking opportunity, remind-
ing everyone that these gatherings are 
where collaborations are born and 
business relationships grow stronger. 

Everyone left with a few more 
connections and plenty of reasons 
to come back for the next Chamber 
gathering.

Networking at Noon once again 
proved that in Santa Fe Springs, 
business and community go hand in 
hand — and a great lunch doesn’t 
hurt either.  

Be sure to visit Tepeyac Restaurant 
and Tequila Sports Bar in the City of 
Industry.

Chamber board member and 
Marketing Director Debbie Wade 
and CEO Joey Duran

Did you know the 
Santa Fe Springs 

Chamber of Commerce 
offers 

CERTIFICATES 
OF ORIGIN 

for 
products 

manufactured 
in the 

United States 
as a FREE 

member benefit? 
Contact the 
chamber at 

(562) 944-1616 
or email 

mail@sfschamber.com



www.sfschamber.com	 Santa Fe Springs Business / September-October 2025 / Page 7

Flame Broiler Ribbon Cutting 
and Rebrand Celebration

On Thursday, August 7, the 
Santa Fe Springs Chamber of 
Commerce proudly joined in cel-
ebrating the exciting ribbon cut-
ting and rebrand of Flame Broiler. 

Guests enjoyed delicious sam-
ples, met the team, and con-
nected with local businesses 
while welcoming the refreshed 
look and feel of this community 
favorite.

Flame Broiler continues to 
bring healthy, bold flavors to 
Santa Fe Springs, offering Korean-
inspired bowls that highlight 
fresh ingredients and wholesome 
meals.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to the City of Santa Fe Springs, Mayor Bill 
Rounds, and Councilmembers Juanita Martin and John Mora for their dedica-
tion and support of our business community. Visit them at 10633 Carmenita 
Rd., Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670.

Santa Fe Springs woke up to excitement on 
Tuesday, September 2, as the community gathered 
for the grand opening of Raising Cane’s at 12623 
Imperial Highway. The celebration kicked off at 7:00 
a.m. with a ribbon-cutting ceremony, city officials, 
chamber representatives, and plenty of eager fans 

ready to welcome the popular chicken brand.
Guests were treated to Raising Cane’s signature 

chicken fingers, Texas toast and of course, that fa-
mous Cane’s sauce. The crowd’s cheers grew even 
louder when raffle winners were announced, with 
a few lucky guests walking away with the prize of 

a — Free Cane’s for a Year! City leaders applauded 
Raising Cane’s for bringing not only great food but 
also new jobs and community spirit to Santa Fe 
Springs.

Raising Cane’s is now open at 12623 Imperial 
Highway, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670.

Santa Fe Springs Modern Dentistry 
Ribbon Cutting Celebration

On Wednesday, July 30, the Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce proudly 
celebrated the ribbon cutting of Santa Fe Springs Modern Dentistry. Community 
members and business leaders gathered to welcome Dr. Shady Kerolles and his 
dedicated team. Guests enjoyed light refreshments, lively networking, and the 
chance to connect with fellow professionals while celebrating this exciting new 
addition to the city. Santa Fe Springs Modern Dentistry brings a fresh smile to 
the community with state-of-the-art care and a warm, professional environment. 
You can visit them at 13327 Florence Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670, or 
call (562) 232-4715 for more information.

RIBBON CUTTING and GRAND OPENING cELEBRATIONS

Raising Cane’s Celebrates Grand Opening in Santa Fe Springs

Join the Santa Fe Springs Chamber!
Call 562-944-1616 or email mail@sfschamber.com
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Welcome, New Members!
E Recycling 
of California
e-Recycling of California (ERC) employs processors 
who meticulously deconstruct electronic devices 
removing hazardous waste batteries, ink, toner, 
and lighting. We separate ferrous, non-ferrous 
metals, plastics, printed circuit boards, capacitors, 
and wiring. ERC uses a combination of manual 
and mechanical processes that carefully dismantle 
electronic waste into marketable by-products for 
re-manufacturing closed-loop recycling. We are 
committed to the safe and environmentally sound 
dismantlement of all electronic waste for our em-
ployees, clients, and community.
(800) 795-0993 | 8839 Pioneer Blvd. Santa Fe 
Springs CA 90670 | erecyclingofca.com

South Coast Air Quality 
Management District
South Coast AQMD’s Mission is to 
clean the air and protect the health of 
all residents in the South Coast Air Dis-
trict through practical and innovative 
strategies. As a means of measuring progress to-
wards successful completion of this Mission, South 
Coast AQMD has established Goals and Priority 
Objectives and associated performance metrics 
on a fiscal year basis. The measurable progress 
towards these Goals and Priority Objectives may 
be found on the link below.
(909) 396-3074 | 21865 Copley Dr. Diamond Bar, 
CA., 91765 | www.aqmd.gov

All City 
Management 
Services
ACMS is a family-established business that has 
been committed to the safety of children for over 40 
years. ACMS is tasked with ensuring children are 
safe throughout their entire educational experience 
by providing School Crossing Guards and School 
Safety Services before, during, and after school 
hours. We have recently extended our commitment 
to children’s safety by creating a non- profit division, 
ACMS Cares. ACMS Cares empowers children with 
safety education to ensure that they are equipped to 
make the best possible safety decision when their 
safety is compromised.
11643 Telegraph Rd. Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
| (800) 540-9290 | kristen@thecrossingguard-
company.com | TheCrossingGuardCompany.
com

FirstLight Home 
Care Whittier
FirstLight Home Care of 
Whittier’s in-home care services provide the daily 
support adults need to live a life of dignity with as 
much independence as possible in Whittier, La 
Habra, La Mirada, Santa Fe Springs, and the sur-
rounding areas. We understand your loved one 
deserves more than having someone who simply 
keeps them company. They deserve a caregiver 
who is passionate about helping them have their 
best day, every day. At FirstLight, that is why we do 
more than make a meal or help with mobility. Our 
private home care assistance is about establishing 
caring relationships built on trust and respect.
7901 Painter Ave., Suite 1 Whittier CA., 90602 | 
(562) 800-6922 | jrivas@firstlighthomecare.com 
| whittier.firstlighthomecare.com

AG Networking Cabling
AG Network Cabling is a Cali-
fornia based communications 
service provider, specializing 
in Voice, Data cabling & Wiring 
and server farms. While Voice and Data network-
ing is at the core of our service offerings, we have 
expanded well beyond the traditional services. 
Providing complex surveillance system and secured 
encrypted wireless networks to homes and busi-
nesses across the nation.
(562) 842-4290 | jerry@agnetworkcabling.com 
| www.agnetworkcabling.com

Encon 
Commercial 
Real Estate Services
Encon Commercial was founded in 2002 with a 
company-wide commitment to excel in brokerage 
services provided to our clients across Greater Los 
Angeles and become a leading commercial real 
estate firm focused on representing tenants and 
buyers and landlords. Today, Encon Commercial 
continues its pursuit for excellence by developing 
proprietary research tools, client focused services, 
a culture of exceeding expectations with the grit 
and tenacity to get the job done, and most of all, 
extensive knowledge in transactions to save you 
time and resources, while creating options for your 
growth and expansion.
12145 Mora Dr., Ste. 7 Santa Fe Springs, CA 
90670 | (562) 822-3590 | jpoto@enconcommer-
cial.com | www.enconcommercial.com

Rathbun 
Sargent 
Insurance & Financial Services
Rathbun Sargent Insurance and Financial Services 
helps organizations of 2 to 100 employees get the 
most appropriate, cost-effective benefits for their 
needs, no matter how complex. Founded in 2007, 
we service clients spanning diverse industries, 
such as manufacturing, apparel, medical, legal 
and financial services. Whether you have a startup 
business or a well-established operation, we search 
the market for options and simplify the process so 
that your company isn’t unnecessarily taxed – ad-
ministratively or financially.
8939 S. Sepulveda Blvd., # 110, Los Angeles, 
CA 90045 | (310) 650-8892 | chauthy@rathbun-
sargent.com | rathbunsargent.com

Create With Me
Create With Me, founded by 
owner Claudia, is dedicated 
to inspiring creativity through 
hands-on workshops that bring people together. 
Offering a variety of experiences including acrylic 
painting, succulent arrangements, wreath making, 
and pebble art, Create With Me hosts scheduled 
classes as well as customized workshops for private 
events. The company also partners with businesses 
to provide engaging corporate workshops that fos-
ter team building, relaxation, and fun for employees. 
Built on the belief that art helps us unwind and es-
cape the stresses of everyday life, Create With Me is 
passionate about creating memorable experiences 
where creativity and connection flourish.
createwithme.la | (562)355 - 6009 | createwith-
mela@gmail.com

AFLAC - 
Denise Ortega
Aflac Incorporated is a Fortune 500 company, pro-
viding financial protection to millions of policyhold-
ers and customers through its subsidiaries in the 
U.S. and Japan. When a policyholder or insured 
gets sick or hurt, Aflac pays cash benefits promptly, 
for eligible claims, directly to the insured (unless 
assigned otherwise). For more than six decades, 
Aflac voluntary insurance policies have given poli-
cyholders the opportunity to focus on recovery, not 
financial stress.
Denise Ortega | (562) 833-1284 | d2_ortea@
us.aflac.com | www.aflac.com
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Welcome, New Members!
Western & Southern Life
Since 1888, Western & Southern Life 
has been helping people just like you 
from coast to coast. Helping mothers 
and fathers to fund their children’s 
college educations with confidence. Helping retir-
ees to count on a monthly income and experience 
greater financial freedom. Helping grieving families 
to feel more financially secure after losing a loved 
one. Helping people from all walks of life to discover 
the right financial solutions to help enjoy life more.
17777 Center Ct. Dr. North Ste, 625 Cerritos CA, 
90703 | richard.morales@wslife.com | (562) 
395-2922 | www.westernsouthern.com

Gina Cipriani 
Consulting
At Gina Cipriani Consult-
ing, we specialize in worksite health promotion 
tailored for organizations with over 50 employees. 
Our strategies are designed to enhance employee 
well-being while significantly reducing labor costs. 
Our programs are evidence-based, producing 
measurable improvements. With over 20 years of 
experience and a Master’s of Science degree spe-
cializing in Health promotion, we have earned our 
clients’ multiple National awards. Our goal is to fold 
in your current offerings to generate a comprehen-
sive program at little to no cost while generating a 
robust return on investment.
Gina Cipriana | (310) 989-2541 | Gina@cipriani.
consulting | cipriani.consulting

World Burgers
World Burgers introduces 
a unique culinary fusion to 
Southern California, where we meld the timeless 
American classic with authentic recipes, crafting the 
ultimate and delectable hamburgers. We invite you 
to embark on a flavor- filled journey that celebrates 
and honors the diverse tastes of the world. Come 
and indulge in our premium flavors and ingredients, 
all at affordable prices.
8330 Painter Ave., Whittier CA 90602 (Located at 
the Whittier Quad) | (562) 630-1073 | worldburg-
ers@yahoo.com | worldburgersusa.com

Discount Tires 
& Services
At Discount Tire & Service Centers, we strive for 
excellent customer service and will uphold our 
promise to you! You come first, and we’ve got 
your back!
10530 Carmenita Rd., Whittier CA 90605 | (562) 
365-2688 | asamano@discounttirecenters.com 
| discounttirecenters.com

Iljin Gratec Usa, Inc.
We’re not simply a packaging 
vendor. We’re your full-service 
packaging solutions provider 
that you can rely on. From design to delivery, we 
follow each step along the way to secure the high-
est quality at the best prices and lead times. All the 
while, in ready communications with you.
10715 Norwalk Blvd., Santa Fe Springs CA 90605 
| (562) 944-4372 | ekim@iljingratecusa.com | 
iljingratecusa.com

Bubblina’s 
Baked Goods
Bubblina’s Baked Goods is a Whit-
tier-based cottage bakery serving 
up artisan sourdough, banana 
bread, jams, and nostalgic treats across LA and OC. 
It all started with a gifted sourdough starter and one 
question: “Can I buy this?” Now, Bubblina’s brings 
fresh, small-batch comfort to markets and brunch 
tables — one cozy slice at a time.
Christine Singer - Luna | (562) 201-4564 | 
Hello@bubblinas.com | bubblinas.com

Brighter 
Future 
Credit Consulting Inc.
Drowning in student loans or bad credit? We’ve got 
your back! Our team helps wipe out debt stress with 
student loan forgiveness, credit clean-up, and tough 
debt negotiation. Let us help you fix your credit, 
slash your debt, and finally breathe easy again.
11902 Rosecrans Ave Suite B., Norwalk CA 
90650 | (714) 612-0538 | fica@brighterfuturec-
reditconsulting.com | brighterfuturecreditcon-
sulting.com

Raising Cane’s
We serve only the most 
craveable chicken finger 
meals. It’s our ONE LOVE.
12623 Imperial Hwy, Santa Fe Springs CA 90670 
| raisingcanes.

The Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce, 
in partnership with the City of Santa Fe Springs, 
hosted its New Member Welcome on the morning 
of Wednesday, August 27, in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall. Guests were treated to a delightful 
continental breakfast before the program began.

Chamber staff shared the many benefits of mem-
bership, while City Manager Rene Bobadilla offered 
words of encouragement and support for local 
businesses. Several city council members were in 
attendance, along with chamber board members 
and ambassadors, who greeted new members and 
highlighted the resources available to help them 
succeed.

The event served as both an introduction to the 
chamber community and a warm welcome into the 
city’s strong business network. Where chamber and 
city provide a pathway to business success.Santa Fe Springs Chamber and city representatives welcome our newest members.

Santa Fe Springs Chamber Welcomes New Members at City Hall

Join the Santa Fe Springs Chamber of commerce
Call Claudia Guardado at 562-944-1616 or email claudia@sfschamber.com
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Member Anniversaries! Congratulations to our renewing members (July-August 2025)! 
We greatly appreciate your continued support and involvement.

52 Years
Southern California Gas Company

45 Years
Pump Engineering Co.

41 Years
Precision Tube Bending

38 Years
Apollo Printing & Graphics

Santa Fe Springs Christian School

37 Years
Rio Hondo Americas Job Center of CA at SASSFA

36 Years
T.A. America Corporation

35 Years
Epperhart Communications

34 Years
CAPC, Inc.

33 Years
American Cancer Society

32 Years
Lakeland Villa, LLC

31 Years
Harvey & Parmelee LLP, CPA

30 Years
McKesson

29 Years
Golden West Machine, Inc.

26 Years
HERAEUS

25 Years
Akeso Occupational Health

Tangram Interiors

23 Years
Budget Inn Santa Fe Springs

21 Years
Apffels Coffee

Philatron International

20 Years
Southern Wine & Spirits

18 Years
Day-Lee Foods, Inc.

17 Years
Preferred Bank

13 Years
Duncan Bolt Co.

12 Years
Otafuku Foods, Inc.

11 Years
Cinderella Hair, Inc.

10 Years
Starbucks

9 Years
Kearny Real Estate Co.

Wakou USA, Inc.

8 Years
Octapharma Plasma

7 Years
UniFirst Corporation

6 Years
Bodycote Thermal Processing

Natrol, LLC

5 Years
Link Logistics
Spectro Coats

4 Years
Omega OU2, LLC

The UPS Store # 7381

3 Years
Chrizzy Tumbling

Los Angeles Orthopedic Surgery Specialists
Orange Aluminum Corporation

Pic N Save Bargains
SPN Networks, Inc.

Wells Fargo Advisors

2 Years
Aardwolf America LLC

AFLAC – Sabrina Warren
Blue Icon Communications

PRO-TECH Design & Manufacturing

1 Year
Cintas Corporation
CONDOR PALLETS

La Michoacana de Tocumbo Artisan Ice Cream
SIMPLIFYhr

The Tax Doctor Inc.

On August 14, the Gateway Cham-
bers Alliance hosted its inaugural 
Spotlight on the Gateway Region 
event at the Southern California Gas 
Company Energy Resource Center 
in Downey. The evening brought 
together elected officials, chamber 

leaders, and community stakeholders 
from across Southeast Los Angeles 
County to discuss regional priorities, 
share resources, and strengthen col-
laboration.

The Gateway Region refers to a 
cluster of cities in Southeast Los 

Angeles County—including Santa Fe 
Springs, Downey, Norwalk, Whittier, 
Bell, Artesia, and others—that share 
economic, transportation, and legisla-
tive interests. The Gateway Chambers 
Alliance is a coalition of local cham-
bers of commerce working together 

to amplify the region’s voice in Sac-
ramento and Washington, D.C., and 
to promote shared prosperity.

Santa Fe Springs is a proud member 
of this alliance, and its participation 
in events like this one underscores its 
commitment to regional cooperation 
and economic development.

The event featured a panel of in-
fluential speakers: California State 
Senator Bob Archuleta, California 
Assemblymember Blanca Pacheco,  
California Assemblymember Jose Luis 
Solache, and Los Angeles County As-
sessor Jeffery Prang.

Each speaker addressed current 
legislative efforts, upcoming policy 
changes, and opportunities for local 
businesses and residents to engage 
with state and county programs. Top-
ics ranged from infrastructure funding 
and small business support to hous-
ing initiatives and tax assessments.

Santa Fe Springs Chamber CEO 
John Wilson attended the event and 
expressed enthusiasm about the col-
laborative energy in the room. His 
presence, along with other regional 
leaders, helped ensure that Santa Fe 
Springs remains at the forefront of 
policy discussions that affect the city’s 
growth and vitality.

The event also served as a network-
ing platform, allowing chamber mem-
bers to connect with legislators and 
explore new partnerships. Sponsors 
like SoCal Gas and Southern Califor-
nia Edison helped make the evening 
possible. 

Wilson reminded that the mission 
of the Energy Resource Center (ERC) 
is to serve as a one-stop “idea shop” 
where you can find the most efficient, 
cost-effective and environmentally 
sensitive solutions to your energy 
needs.

Looking ahead, organizers includ-
ing Caren Spilsbury of the Norwalk 
Chamber, indicated plans to make 
this an annual event, with future dates 
adjusted to accommodate legislative 
calendars. The success of this first 
Spotlight event signals a promising 
future for regional collaboration.

Santa Fe Springs Chamber Joins Regional Leaders in Downey
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Contact the Santa Fe Springs Chamber: 
(562) 944-1616 or email us at mail@sfschamber.com

Sign up for our Email Newspaper
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